WESTERN TAIKAI
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The Western Taikai is an annual event in Perth, Western Australia, every August and sponsored by Budokan Academy to assist in the development of the West Australian Kendo Renmei as a unified group. The 2011 event will be held on Sunday 28th August at the Lords Gymnasium, Subiaco, commencing at 9am (or immediately after the WAKR AGM concludes).

The Western Taikai is aimed at the development of competition in the three arts of Kendo, Iaido and Jodo as operated under the WAKR and will encourage the development of Shinpan’s in all three arts. All events will be open to members affiliated to the WAKR/AKR only. Please note the NEW Rules for Teams this year so that more people can participate and also to cover for the growing number of Dan Grades in all arts.
Team Kendo:  Teams will consist of three members, of which the Maximum total accumulated Dan grade value of the team must NOT exceed 7 Dans (a Kyu Grade rates same as a Shodan for this purpose). The rules of the IKF will apply to all competitions. Each club may enter as many teams as they wish and the competition will be by elimination by the “knock out” system. All Dan grades will be required to participate in Shinpan duties during at least one pool event. The team order must be submitted by the Team Captain prior to commencement and will remain throughout the competition. 
Example of a team: 1 x Yondan + 1 x Nidan + 1 x Shodan/Kyu grade = 7 Dan’s.
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Team Iaido:  Teams will consist of three members, of which the Maximum total accumulated Dan grade value of the team must NOT exceed 7 Dans (a Kyu Grade rates same as a Shodan for this purpose). The rules of the IKF will apply to all competitions. Each club may enter as many teams as they wish and the competition will be by elimination by the “knock out” system. Competitions  will start with all team members having swords in their obi and will be limited to three techniques conducted followed by the finishing Reiho in approximately four minute time duration. Each team member will do a separate group of three techniques. Competition techniques will be as follows:

1st Team member: Kata 1, 3, 4, Reiho
2nd Team member: Kata 5, 6, 7, Reiho
3rd Team member: Kata 8, 9, 10, Reiho
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It will be up to the Team Captain to submit his order of the Team prior to commencement of the events. The team order will remain throughout the competition.

Jodo Pairs Competition (accumulated 7 Dans)

1.
Maximum 16 competing pairs. 
2. 
Each pair performs kata 1 & 2, shiuchi kotai, kata 3 & 4. 
3.
Competition run by “knockout” system
Kendo Kata:  (accumulated 7 Dans)
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Teams of two based on the first three kata. Results by “knock out system”. This event will be open to all members of kendo, iaido and jodo. At least one member of the team to be a Kyu grade. Team members select who will be Uchi-dachi and Shi-dachi prior to the competition and remain same throughout the competition.
Shinpan Duties:  All Dan grades in each art will be required to assist with Shinpan duties for each event when not participating. Shinpan uniform is optional Keikogi or proper Shinpan uniform. Godan and above will not compete but be actively running the Shinpan duties with the lower grades assisting when necessary.
Entry Fees:  A once only fee of $10 per person is required for entry into the Taikai. This money will go towards provision of prizes by Budokan Academy for the event and hall hire.

Western Taikai 2011 – Lords Gymnasium Sunday 28th August, 2011
Venue:  Lords Gymnasium, 3 Price Street, Subiaco. Website: http://www.lords.com.au/ 
MC’s: 

Jodo:

Russell Lawrence


Kendo:
Jeff White & Jerry Yee


Iaido:

Jeri James


Kendo Kata:
Jeff White & Jerry Yee
Program:
(Times approximate – note the rotated order from last year)
0830

WAKR Annual General Meeting – election of Office Bearers
0900+

Jodo Pairs event

O/C

Kendo Kata event

O/C

Iaido Teams event

O/C

Kendo Teams event

Applications for competition:  To reach Ramon Lawrence with entry fees by Friday 12th August, 2011. Clubs should submit full lists of attendee’s with entry fee of $10 per person participating. Teams can be mixed from other club memberships if desired. Cheques to be made payable to Budokan Academy. Team members do not have to come from a specific club but give yourself a Team Name for easy identification on the draws.
Ramon Lawrence email: ramon@budokan.com.au
Trophies:  Special medallions have been struck for Budokan Bujutsu Australia to present at this event for both first and second places only.

Ramon Lawrence

Kaicho Budokan Academy
President WAKR
Western Taikai System Rules
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